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OASDPA 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 187523 

E.O. 11652:GDS 
TAGS: MASS, TS 

SUBJECT : SALE OF DESTROYER ESCORT 
REF: TUNIS 5421 

1. USG IS SELLING A DESTROYER ESCORT RADAR PICKET SHIP 
(DER) TO GOT. FOLLOWING IS PRESS RELEASE WHICH IS SCHEDULED 
FOR RELEASE IN TUNIS AT 1700 GMT SEPTEMBER 21: 

QUOTE: THE USS THOMAS J. GARY, A DESTROYER ESCORT, FORMER- 
LY HOMEPORTED IN KEY WEST, FLA. HAS BEEN PURCHASED BY THE 
GOVERNMENT OF TUNISIA FROM THE UNITED STATES AND WILL BE 
COMMISSIONED IN THE TUNISIAN NAVY DURING CEREMONIES AT 
BIZERTE, TUNISIA ON OCTOBER 22. THE GARY IS CURRENTLY 
UNDERGOING MAINTENANCE AND RESUPPLY AT THE U.S. NAVAL FACIL- 
ITY IN CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA. THE SHIP WILL DEPART 
THE UNITED STATES ON OCTOBER 5 AND ARRIVE IN TUNIS ON 
OCTOBER 20. THREE OFFICERS AND THIRTY-THREE SEAMEN FROM 
THE TUNISIAN NAVY WILL BE TRAINING WITH THE CREW OF THE USS 
GARY FOR APPROXIMATELY 30 DAYS AND WILL ASSIST IN SAILING 
THE VESSEL ON ITS TRANSIT FROM THE UNITED STATES TO TUNIS. 

THE USS GARY WILL 0E RENAMED QUOTE PRESIDENT BOURGUIBA 
UNQUOTE AND WILL BECOME THE LARGEST SHIP IN THE TUNISIAN 
FLEET. UNQUOTE 

2. IF ASKED BY HOST GOVVERNMENT OFFICIALS, ACTION ADDRES- 
SEES SHOULD DRAW ON TEXT OF PRESS RELEASE FOR THEIR REPLIES. 

IN ADDITION, POSTS MAY NOTE THAT TRANSFER OF THE VESSEL, 

WHICH WAS BUILT IN 1943, DOES NOT SIGNAL ANY CHANGE IN USG 
POLICY IN THE AREA. THE USG HAS PROVIDED MILITARY 
ASSISTANCE TO TUNISIA FOR A NUMBER OF YEARS. 

3. FOR TUNIS: PRESS RELEASE WILL BE USED IN US ON IF 
ASKED BASIS ONLY. RUSH 
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